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position, all Americans should be pre-
pared to make the sacrifices as the
gentleman before me has.

I think it’s so unfair and borders on
corrupt when people talk about where
our American men and women should
be, defending freedom in foreign coun-
tries, when America hasn’t spoken.
Presidents haven’t declared war. And
we find ourselves talking about volun-
teers when it’s abundantly clear that
everybody does not assume the same
sacrifices, whether we’re talking about
taxes or loss of life.

So whether we’re talking about Aus-
tralia, Afghanistan, Iraq, before the
people make a decision—and that’s
what we’re for in the House—before
they make a decision, at least say that
everyone has to participate in that de-
cision and not those who, for economic
reasons, find themselves in commu-
nities with the highest, the very high-
est unemployment.

And I laud what happens to all of us
who volunteered, because when that
flag goes up, you salute the flag. The
President becomes the Commander in
Chief, and there is only one thing to
do. And that’s win and protect the in-
tegrity of the United States.

But I submit that we have to have a
draft that’s a part of—what?—the
United States, and not a plea for those
people, for economic reasons, who will
have to protect themselves. I don’t
think I've ever said this before, but I
was thinking that my brother volun-
teered long before Pearl Harbor, which
today we commemorate, and so he was
unable to say, nor I, that he volun-
teered because we were being attacked.
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Several years later, in 1948, when the
war was over, I volunteered, and that
was before the North Koreans invaded
South Korea. I would like to walk
away by saying how patriotic we both
were; but really what motivated me
was the excitement my mother would
get in receiving a check from my older
brother. It wasn’t a question of wheth-
er she loved him more; it was that she
needed it.

I was a teenager—11, 12 years old.
The one thing I knew, I wanted to
make my mother as happy as my
brother did and send her that allot-
ment check. Yet, today, I have medals,
and I've been lorded by the Koreans
and everyone else; but when I think
about it, there were economic reasons
that made me a ‘‘hero,” and there are
economic reasons that make the heroes
that we have who defend our country
and our flag so well.

I didn’t expect to talk about that;
but in hearing that, 70 years ago, we
were attacked and of the American
lives that were lost and then of coming
back to what has happened in Afghani-
stan, I am reminded of how unfair this
system is for the greatest country in
the world and of the hope and division
that we’re losing and of what separates
us from so many other countries in
which you can be born into the pits of
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poverty, and yet you can always dream
that, in this great country, you can
succeed.

So many Members of Congress and so
many members of the Congressional
Hispanic Caucus are the first ones who
ever went to college—their parents
were the first ones in generations who
were able to become professionals—and
then had the great honor to represent
the United States of America in this
Congress.

I am sorry to have deviated from why
I came to the well. What I can say to
other Members is: God bless America.
We have to keep fighting for equality
and justice for all.

IN HONOR OF THE BLUE STAR
MOTHERS OF AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Colorado (Mr. TIPTON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. TIPTON. Yesterday, legislation
that I sponsored, along with Senator
MICHAEL BENNET from Colorado, passed
the House floor. This bill for the Blue
Star Mothers of America updated their
congressional charter for the modern
era.

Mr. Speaker, I am privileged today,
particularly on this day as we com-
memorate the attack on Pearl Harbor
70 years ago, to be able to rise to honor
the Blue Star Mothers of America—the
people, the women of America, who
have been providing much needed as-
sistance to our Nation’s active duty
servicemen and -women, veterans, and
military families since 1942.

Founded during the height of World
War II, the Blue Star Mothers are a
nonpartisan veterans’ service organiza-
tion, composed of mothers of current
and former servicemembers. Today,
over 5,000 dedicated women perform a
wide variety of important volunteer
services for our troops, providing
transportation, supplies, food, and
emotional support. More than 225 local
chapters across the United States
carry out the mission of supporting our
troops, our veterans, and the families
of our fallen heroes, as well as devel-
oping individual projects to assist the
specific needs of the military in their
own communities. Last month alone,
thousands of care packages were sent
to our troops overseas, and chaplains
and commanders across the military
received boxes of supplies and gifts to
be able to be distributed to the com-
rades.

The Blue Star Mothers were origi-
nally formed to bring their children
home, to ensure that they were given
the benefits that they deserved, and to
provide them with a vast support net-
work upon their arrival. The organiza-
tion has since expanded to include
other forms of assistance, including re-
habilitation, family services, and civil
defense. This was chartered by Con-
gress in 1960.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to be able
to recognize the Blue Star Mothers of
America, and I rise today to thank
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these patriotic women for their com-
mitment to serving the needs of Amer-
ica’s military community and for mak-
ing a difference in the lives of those
who sacrifice the most.

Several years ago, I had the oppor-
tunity to be at the graduation at the
United States Air Force Academy. My
son-in-law was graduating, and Sec-
retary Gates delivered the commence-
ment address. At that time, he noted
that that freshman class was the first
to enter the academy after 9/11, know-
ing full well that they would be putting
themselves in harm’s way.

We have the finest volunteer military
that the world has ever seen. May God
continue to bless this country with
such men and women who will always
stand for freedom.

———
WALL STREET AND MF GLOBAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, numer-
ous stories have come out over the last
few weeks, all detailing the corruption
and outright fraud on Wall Street.

First, there was the recent news
about former Secretary of the Treasury
Hank Paulson’s inappropriately tipping
off a few key friends from Goldman
Sachs and other Wall Street tycoons
about the impending collapse of Fannie
Mae and Freddie Mac so that those
friends could hedge and make money
on that insider knowledge. Then a
judge in New York threw out one of the
orchestrated settlements between
Citigroup, which was a bank at the
center of the wrongdoing, and the Se-
curities and Exchange Commission,
which allowed that bank to walk away
from cases of fraud without admitting
any wrongdoing.

This past weekend, ‘60 Minutes”
interviewed a former executive vice
president at Countrywide Financial, a
giant and duplicitous player in the U.S.
mortgage business. This woman was in
charge of fraud investigations at the
company before the financial crisis.

According to her, ‘“‘Countrywide loan
officers were forging and manipulating
borrowers’ income and asset state-
ments to help them get loans they
weren’t qualified for and couldn’t af-
ford.” She went on to say that all of
the recycle bins, wherever they looked
in that company, were full of signa-
tures that had been cut off of one docu-
ment and put onto another and then
photocopied or faxed. According to her,
the fraud she witnessed was systemic,
taking place in Boston, Chicago,
Miami, Detroit, Las Vegas, Phoenix,
and elsewhere. She was fired before she
could speak to government regulators
about the extent of fraud she had docu-
mented.

What is most troubling is that these
stories are not isolated. The FBI testi-
fied before Congress as early as 2004
that they were seeing an epidemic in
white collar crime. They stated the
FBI did not have anywhere near
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